
Maclean 

River to Sea Drive 4 days, 3 nights 

Target Market: 2 adults or Family with children 

Maclean > Brooms Head > Yamba > Iluka > Lawrence > Maclean 

Immerse yourself in this 4-day drive visiting some of the Clarence Valleys most beautiful 
locations. 

Explore untouched coastal gems, relax on pristine beaches and refresh with coastal breezes. 
Discover charming riverside villages that make you feel right at home, discover history and the 
local way of life. This drive lets you enjoy both river and sea at your own pace, so take your time, 
enjoy and discover what this beautiful region has to offer you. 

Day 1 Maclean  

Maclean, the Scottish Town of Australia – and even more so, a connector, a gateway to the coast 

and country, part river village, part coastal town. With rich history and a ton of charm, you’ll find 

yourself left with plenty of things to do and explore. 

• Do you notice all the Tartan-Painted Power Poles? Try and find your Scottish name and 

tartan – You can find a map at the local Scottish Shop in town, don’t worry if you don’t have a 

Scottish Heritage – adopt a name for the day and feel the excitement every time you pass it 

by. 

• Looking to walk back in time? Maclean has got you covered! Follow the Maclean Heritage 

Trail through town and know what it feels like to time travel. While you walk through the 

main street pop into “On the Bite” for the best sticky pork bao in town. 

• For spectacular views of the Clarence Valley head on up to the Maclean Lookout – While 

you’re here, stroll to the viewing platform for The Pinnacle, a unique rock formation 

surrounded by subtropical rainforest, and an important Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Site. 

Day 1 Brooms Head – overnight at Brooms Head Holiday Park 

Brooms Head has a timeless quality about it. It’s where families, for generations, revisit for old 

and new memories. With uncrowded beaches, friendly locals and away from the hustle and 

bustle, it all adds to the perfect experience every time when having a Brooms Head getaway. 

• When in Brooms Head, head to Cakora Point – This lookout provides awe-inspiring 

aspects of the coastline and is a fantastic spot to look out for whales and dolphins 

• Relax on the uncrowded beaches or take the leisurely stroll from one end to the other, 

who knows what waits on the other end. 

• Simply enjoy the laid-back way of life that Brooms Head has to offer. 

• Breakfast at the Shack overlooking Brooms Head beach 

 

 

 



Day 2 Yamba – overnight at the Cove Apartments Yamba 

Drive from Brooms Head to Yamba 

Yamba is what you would consider the equivalent to a deep breath in and out. It’s peace, serenity 

and perfect in every way.  

• Beach Galore – 1…2…3…4…5 did we count that right? Yep! Five gorgeous beaches leave 

you spoilt for choice right here in Yamba. Main, Turners, Convent, Pippi and Whiting 

Beach are all unique in their own way and hoping they peak your interest for the day. 

• Hope you brought your bike along – There are bike tracks galore around Yamba, running 

from one end of town to the other. Perhaps the ride along Ford Park and Yamba Bay will 

interest you or maybe even the road down to Angourie to check out the iconic Angourie 

Point Break Surf is more your style. 

• Sunrise or Sunset? – Make your way up to Pilot Hill at the break of day or if you can’t 

part with a sleep-in try and catch the afternoon display. Though this natural 

phenomenon happens everyday the vibrant wash of colours that appears across the 

Yamba sky is a spectacle that shouldn’t go unnoticed. 

• Do as the locals do and grab some famous Yamba prawns and indulge as you watch the 

surfers catch some waves at Turners beach.  

 

Day 3 Iluka  

Drive from Yamba to Iluka via highway then through Bundjalung National Park to get to Iluka. 

Iluka is both tucked-away and close-by at the same time, so it’s natural delights have been 

preserved in a quiet atmosphere perfectly. 

• A lush littoral rainforest waiting to be explored - The Iluka Nature Reserve walking track 

takes you on an easy stroll through pristine nature, as an accessible walk this track is 

perfect for the whole family to enjoy. 

• Panoramic views of pristine coastline – Iluka Bluff offers immaculate views of the Iluka, 

Yamba coastline and inland rainforest. Capture views of waves crashing against rocks, pods 

of dolphins or whales swimming by or just enjoy a fresh see breeze floating your way, 

• Enjoy the local serenity – If you’re in Iluka you’re definitely here to relax at some point, 

right? Bring a rod, canoe or kayak and some togs and enjoy the beachside way of life. Part of 

Iluka Beach is dog friendly, so bring along your four-legged friend and lay back and relax 

together. 

Day 3 Lawrence 

Drive from Iluka to Lawrence with the famous car ferry and stop here for lunch at the Lawrence 

Tavern 

This beautiful riverside village of Lawrence sits peacefully alongside the mighty Clarence River. 

• Canoe, Binoculars, Bicycle or Walking? – All great avenues to discover the wonderous world 

of the Everlasting Swamp National Park. This rare coastal wetland is an adventure seeker 



delight with what seems like no end to it and so much to discover. Perfect for a quick pull in 

and stretching the legs. 

• Take it easy – Just enjoy the simple life by the river, with the walking track along the 

riverbank leading from Memorial park. There is a brand-new playground that the kids (and 

big kids too!) will adore. For all those keen anglers out there now would be the perfect time 

to chick in a line and wait for that BIG bite. 

• Check out Historic Lawrence Museum whilst here which is homed in the former 

Broadcasting Station building. 

Day 4 Maclean – overnight at Club Maclean 

Drive from Lawrence to Maclean via the iconic McFarlane bridge 

You’re back in Maclean, and are now think is there anything else to see? The answer to that 

question is always yes! 

• For spectacular views of the Clarence Valley head on up to the Maclean Lookout – While 

you’re here, stroll to the viewing platform for The Pinnacle, a unique rock formation 

surrounded by subtropical rainforest, and an important Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Site. 

• The Lower Aboriginal Tourist Drive lists 13 significant Aboriginal sites around Maclean and 

down the Clarence River to Yamba and Angourie. See the first 3 right here in Maclean – The 

Giant Serpent, The Durrangan and The Giant Fig Tree and the Ulugundahi Island Mission Site. 

 

 


